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Laura Marcus, CEO of Dientes Community Dental Care, said Alliance’s grant will helpLaura Marcus, CEO of Dientes Community Dental Care, said Alliance’s grant will help
the facility meet the community’s demands for dental care. (Contributed: Centralthe facility meet the community’s demands for dental care. (Contributed: Central
California Alliance for Health)California Alliance for Health)
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SANTA CRUZ — The Central California Alliance for Health Medi-Cal CapacitySANTA CRUZ — The Central California Alliance for Health Medi-Cal Capacity
Grant Program is funding 11 new or expanded facilities in Santa Cruz County.Grant Program is funding 11 new or expanded facilities in Santa Cruz County.

The alliance, established in 1996, is a nonprofit managed health care plan forThe alliance, established in 1996, is a nonprofit managed health care plan for
Merced, Santa Cruz and Monterey counties; it is California’s Medicaid health careMerced, Santa Cruz and Monterey counties; it is California’s Medicaid health care
program. The alliance delivers community-based health care services to improveprogram. The alliance delivers community-based health care services to improve
access to health care for residents with lower incomes and limited resources. Itaccess to health care for residents with lower incomes and limited resources. It
has 65,000 Medi-Cal members in Santa Cruz County, or about one out of everyhas 65,000 Medi-Cal members in Santa Cruz County, or about one out of every
four residents, according to four residents, according to a press releasea press release. The alliance serves seniors, people. The alliance serves seniors, people
with disabilities, low-income mothers and their children, children who werewith disabilities, low-income mothers and their children, children who were
previously uninsured, pregnant women, home care workers who are caring for thepreviously uninsured, pregnant women, home care workers who are caring for the
elderly and disabled, and low-income adults ages 19 to 64 without children.elderly and disabled, and low-income adults ages 19 to 64 without children.

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING

The grant program launched four years ago and has provided funds for 30 healthThe grant program launched four years ago and has provided funds for 30 health
care facilities in the three counties, including primary care and specialty carecare facilities in the three counties, including primary care and specialty care
clinics, behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment centers andclinics, behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment centers and
supportive housing.supportive housing.

The grant program has awarded $80.6 million to community organizations toThe grant program has awarded $80.6 million to community organizations to
expand its capacity to serve alliance members. The largest portion of these funds,expand its capacity to serve alliance members. The largest portion of these funds,
$42.1 million, has gone to capital projects. Funding from the program has aided$42.1 million, has gone to capital projects. Funding from the program has aided
the recruitment of 45 new health care providers in the county and 140 providersthe recruitment of 45 new health care providers in the county and 140 providers
and the installation of more than 1,000 pieces of medical equipment in existingand the installation of more than 1,000 pieces of medical equipment in existing
clinics throughout the three counties, according to the release.clinics throughout the three counties, according to the release.
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The alliance has funded 11 projects in Santa Cruz County, including new orThe alliance has funded 11 projects in Santa Cruz County, including new or
expanded primary care and dental clinics, behavioral health and substance useexpanded primary care and dental clinics, behavioral health and substance use
disorder treatment centers and supportive housing for homeless individuals withdisorder treatment centers and supportive housing for homeless individuals with
complex health and social needs, according to Kathleen McCarthy, strategiccomplex health and social needs, according to Kathleen McCarthy, strategic
development director at the Central California Alliance for Health. Three of thedevelopment director at the Central California Alliance for Health. Three of the
projects are complete, including the Santa Cruz County Health Services Agencyprojects are complete, including the Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency
and Janus of Santa Cruz. Three are under or about to begin construction,and Janus of Santa Cruz. Three are under or about to begin construction,
including Pajaro Valley Prevention and Student Assistance, and five includingincluding Pajaro Valley Prevention and Student Assistance, and five including
Community Bridges, are in the planning phase.Community Bridges, are in the planning phase.

One other project in the planning phase is a new dental facility with DientesOne other project in the planning phase is a new dental facility with Dientes
Community Dental Care in Santa Cruz. “With the alliance’s grant to support capitalCommunity Dental Care in Santa Cruz. “With the alliance’s grant to support capital
project planning, Dientes was able to plan for expansion to better meet theproject planning, Dientes was able to plan for expansion to better meet the
demand for dental care in our community,” said Laura Marcus, CEO of Dientes, indemand for dental care in our community,” said Laura Marcus, CEO of Dientes, in
a press release. “With Medi-Cal patients struggling to access the dentist, this willa press release. “With Medi-Cal patients struggling to access the dentist, this will
greatly benefit our organizational capacity to see more patients and providegreatly benefit our organizational capacity to see more patients and provide
specialist care for children.”specialist care for children.”

The grant program also funded Smart Path, a system for housing placement thatThe grant program also funded Smart Path, a system for housing placement that
matches people experiencing homelessness with housing resources andmatches people experiencing homelessness with housing resources and
prioritizes people who more frequently use the health care system, said McCarthy.prioritizes people who more frequently use the health care system, said McCarthy.
Smart Path placed 47 of these individuals into housing in 2018, according to theSmart Path placed 47 of these individuals into housing in 2018, according to the
press release.press release.

Information: visit Information: visit ccah-alliance.orgccah-alliance.org..
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