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Daniel Alaniz and Jose Manuel Orosco guide the final exterior beam into place on
Wednesday as Dientes Community Dental Care’s new 11-chair clinic takes shape at 1500
Capitola Road. The project at the site is a collaborative initiative which also includes a
20,000-square-foot, two-story Santa Cruz Community Health facility that will provide
medical, behavioral health, and specialty care with a focus on pediatrics, and 57 affordable
residential units by MidPen Housing. Wednesday’s “Topping Ceremony” including placing a
beam signed by staff at Dientes in a traditional rite traditionally held by builders when the
last beam. The practice of “topping out” a new building can be traced to the ancient Scan-
dinavian religious rite of placing a tree atop a new building to appease the tree-dwelling
spirits displaced in its construction. The Dientes and Santa Cruz Community Health clinics
are projected to open concurrently in 2022 while MidPen Housing’s units will be completed
in 2023. Santa Cruz firm Bogard Construction is the main contractor on the project and
underground utility installations and related site infrastructure work activities continue.
The walls are up for the Dientes clinic and framing continues. For Santa Cruz Community
Health’s clinic, structural steel arrived this week installation is scheduled to start shortly.

CONSTRUCTION MILESTONE

WORKERS INSTALL FINAL
TOUCHES ON DIENTES BUILDING

Santa Cruz is a community
known for marching boldly into
the great unknown, for pushing

the envelope, and
for pushing back
against the plastic
industry.

From our dom-
ino of plastic bag
bans through-
out local jurisdic-
tions and County-
wide in the early

2010s, to working towards our
Last Plastic Straw thanks to lo-
cal activist Jackie Nunez, to ap-
propriate plastic contact dis-
posal, agricultural plastic pol-
lution reduction, and more, our
community organizers have had
their hands full.

Former County of Santa Cruz
garbage guru Tim Goncharoff
applauded Santa Cruz’s open-
ness to testing out new policies
that stem the plastic waste tide
while holding producers respon-
sible for their sea of refuse. All
that stuff has got to go some-
where, and local municipali-
ties are most often the ones left
holding the proverbial (oversized
garbage) bag.

Caylie Soon is the City of
Santa Cruz’s Solid Waste Re-
duction assistant, and works
to keep unnecessary trash out
of the landfill and from pollut-
ing our watershed. She’s had her
eye on statewide legislation, and
was thrilled by the recent state-
wide adoption of our exemplary
policy.

“In Early October 2021, a
large swath of solid waste bills
were passed by Governor New-
som. Some of those bills were re-
lated to toxic per-and polyflu-
oroalkyl chemical substances
(PFAS) bans in to-go ware, oth-
ers focused on false recyclabil-
ity advertising. One bill of par-
ticular importance, especially
for us here on the coast, is AB
1276. This bill, beginning June
1, 2022, will ‘prohibit a food fa-
cility from providing any single-
use foodware accessory or stan-
dard condiment to a consumer,
unless requested.’ Soon contin-
ues, “With approximately 60%
of litter comprising to-go items,
this will help reduce unneces-
sary waste all across our coastal
state, and hopefully beyond. It’s
also a great way for businesses
to save a little cash.”

The history of “upon request”
is relevant to our current state-
wide drought. In 2015, Califor-
nia implemented “water upon
request” policies in an effort to
conserve water at restaurants.
The Last Plastic Straw founder,
Jackie Nunez, modeled aspects
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Santa Cruz an
early adopter
of state’s new
plastic policy

Happy Halloween to all of
you. May you enjoy this All Hal-
lows Eve with your friends and

family. Whether it
be carving pump-
kins, trick or treat-
ing, or attending
parties, many of us
are happy to be out
again enjoying the
interaction with
our communities.

This time of year
brings with it many celebra-
tions. It also allows us to reflect
on all the things we are thank-
ful for in our lives. The last 19
months have been quite difficult
for so many of us. It is nice to
move from a feeling of hopeless-
ness and despair, to gratitude
and optimism.

I personally have been re-
flecting back on these last 19
months. Remembering being
stuck in my house on Zoom or
forced to put distance between
myself and my friends and fam-
ily. These were extremely diffi-
cult times.

These moments of sadness
seemed to be more common in
our daily lives. As a teacher, I
remember the struggles of my
students. As a mayor, I remem-
ber the extreme efforts put into
getting the vaccine to Watson-
ville. As a friend, I remember
the many calls as we helped
each other deal with the mental
challenges that came with CO-
VID-19. It was a tough time for
almost all of us.

As we approach Thanksgiv-
ing and the holiday season, it
only seems right to highlight the
blessings around us. I am for-
tunate to have represented our
community during the most dif-
ficult time of our lives. It was
not easy, but we worked to-
gether to create positive out-
comes. Thank you to all the non-
profit organizations who worked
tirelessly to keep our commu-
nities going without skipping a
beat.

Services needed to be ren-
dered and our nonprofits were
there to help every step of the
way. Thank you to all of our es-
sential workers. Without them
our daily lives would have been
in more disrepair. Thank you
to our bus drivers, our grocery
store and farm workers, bank-
ers, health care workers, custo-
dians, teachers, office staff and
school administrators, our pub-
lic safety and fire departments,
city and county employees, and
our leaders.

Times got tough and our com-
munities stepped up. I saw so
much bravery and courage over
the last 19 months. Even in our

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Celebrations
are a time to
give thanks

By Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO >> U.S. governors
want a seat at the table as inter-
national leaders prepare to gather
in Scotland at a critical moment
for global efforts to reduce fossil
fuel emissions and slow the plan-
et’s temperature rise.

At least a half dozen state gov-
ernors — all Democrats — plan
to attend parts of the two-week
United Nations’ climate change
conference in Glasgow, known
as COP26. Though states aren’t
official parties to talks, gover-
nors hold significant sway over

the United States’ approach to
tackling climate change by set-
ting targets for reducing carbon
emissions and transitioning to re-
newable energy.

Take California, where Dem-
ocratic Gov. Gavin Newsom has
pledged to halt the sale of new
gas-powered cars in the state by
2035, a move aimed at acceler-
ating the nation’s transition to
electric vehicles. Or Washington,
where Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee
backed legislation requiring the
state’s electricity be carbon-neu-
tral by 2030.

“Governors can do a lot,” said
Samantha Gross, director of the

Energy Security and Climate Ini-
tiative at the Brookings Institute.
“When they’re talking to people
on the sidelines and sharing pol-
icies and ideas and helping to
demonstrate the commitment of
the U.S. as a whole, there’s quite
a bit that they can do.”

Governors slated to attend are
Inslee, New Mexico Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham, Hawaii Gov. Da-
vid Ige, Louisiana Gov. John Bel
Edwards, Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker and Oregon Gov. Kate Brown.
All six governors are part of the
U.S. Climate Alliance, an effort
started by Inslee and former
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Governors get seat at UN climate talks
Louisiana
Gov. John Bel
Edwards surveys
floods in Vinton,
La. At least
half a dozen
U.S. governors,
including
Edwards, are
heading to the
U.N. climate
conference
in Glasgow,
Scotland.

COL. MIKE EDMONSON
— LOUISIANA STATE
POLICE VIA AP, FILE
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